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 You want to improve your English
 Your friends want to improve too
 You know you need to practice
 Your friends will practice with you
But, you don’t know what to talk about

Don’t worry!
Help is here!
Topics for English Conversation Practice
All you need is one other person who wants to improve his or her English.
If you have a whole group, it’s OK; you’ll just have to arrange yourselves
into pairs. Each of the following pair-work Dynamic English conversation
activities has simple easy-to-follow instructions. So, find a comfortable
place to sit down with your practice partner, and start talking.
ATTENTION ENGLISH TEACHERS: The following English practice conversations will work in your
classroom! Divide your students into pairs and read the directions for the conversation
activities of your choice. You may have to adjust the complexity and length of the activities to
match your students’ English levels and ages.

Property of Lovin’ English, www.nochinglish.org

2

1
○
Conversations for Practicing English With a Partner
WHICH STORY IS TRUE?
Think of something you did, or something that happened to you, in the past. Next,
partner A makes up a few more stories about his or her past that are not true. Partner A tells
all of the stories; the true one and the ones that are not true, to partner B. After that, Partner A
asks partner B, “Which story is true?” Partner B tries to guess which story is true, and tells
partner A why that story sounds true. Partner A responds, “Yes, correct,” or, “No, try again.”
This conversation can be used for any age or English level. For beginners or young
children, the conversation will be shorter. For example, Partner A may simply say, “I played
football last week, I went swimming yesterday, I ate pizza day before yesterday. For
intermediate and advanced levels, the conversation should be much deeper and longer, and in
the form of stories. For college age and adults, stories can begin with, “When I was a child…” It
may also be necessary to explain some vocabulary words that will be used in the stories. When
the activity is finished, partner B tells stories and Partner A tries to guess which story is correct.
If this conversation is supervised by a teacher, the teacher may wish to introduce some
new words and require students to use these words in their stories. The teacher can also adjust
the complexity and length of stories to match students’ ages and English levels. There is no
limit to the modifications that can be added to this activity. Students may need some extra
time before this activity in order to think of their stories.
Be creative, and enjoy telling your stories, both the true ones and the false ones. The
only possible way this activity could be boring is if you tell boring stories. So, chose a true story
that is interesting, and make up something equally interesting.

When I was 12 years
old, I…
Which story is true?

Partner A

I think the
second story is
true because…

Partner B
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Conversations for Practicing English With a Partner
JOB INTERVIEW ROLEPLAY
This activity can is suitable for intermediate to advanced English levels, and is most
useful for high school and older. In this roleplay activity, partner A plays the part of an HR
manager. Partner B is applying for a job.
Some preparation may be necessary before starting this activity. First, the two of you
(or, the teacher if this is done as a classroom activity) must decide what kind of job is being
applied for. Next, depending on the current vocabulary level of the two partners, it may be a
good idea to look up some important words related to this kind of job and to job applications
in general. Finally, partner A should spend some time thinking of some appropriate questions
to ask.
For a second stage of this activity, a new interview can be conducted with partner B as
the HR manager and partner A as the job applicant. Partners will also have to prepare in
advance for this interview. They will decide the type of job and they will look up useful
vocabulary.
The interview can last from 5 to 10 minutes, or even longer if both partners’ English
levels are adequate. After each interview, the HR manager should discuss why he or she
decided to, or not to, hire the applicant.

How will hiring you
benefit our
company?

If I work for
your company…
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Conversations for Practicing English With a Partner
TOWN MAP
Two partners will work together to create a map of a small town. You will need a piece
of paper and a pencil for this activity. Draw a map with streets, and then draw squares
representing buildings. Over each building, write what you think should be there, roe example,
“supermarket,” “post office,” etc. Be sure both of you include your own house, which you can
label with your name. (See sample map, page 6.) This may seem more like a writing activity
than a speaking one, so you will have to make an extra effort to include a conversation.
Talk together with your partner about which things should be in which places. For
example, you may want a certain kind of restaurant or a vegetable market near your home. Or,
perhaps you prefer to put your home near a park or a school. Talk together about “why” you
put certain places near other places, and why you would not want certain kinds of places next
to other kinds of places. If you disagree about the location of some place, welcome this as an
opportunity to discuss your reasons and try to persuade each other. Keep discussing and
drawing until every place on the map is labeled. Don’t copy the locations on the sample map
on page 6; only use this as a sample. Remember to give names to your streets. Be creative, and
together with your partner, create your own town design.
This activity is suitable for all English levels and ages (if they can read and write in
English), but you will have to adjust the length of time and complexity of the conversation and
map. You will need to know some vocabulary related to places in a city, See the suggested
vocabulary list on the next page. Now, get a piece of paper and a pencil, and enjoy your
conversation.
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VOCABLARY LIST FOR TOWN MAP
Be sure you know these words before you begin, and be creative enough to add
more locations as you like.
Your home (name)
Book store
Police station
Library
Chinese restaurant
Hospital
Apartment building
Café
Post office
Dentist
Office building
Park
Primary school
Gas station**
Ice cream shop
Bank
Middle & High school
Pizza shop
Department store
Church
Supermarket
Ice cream shop
Produce market
Gym
Fast food restaurants
Pet shop
Electronics store
Cinema
Jewelry store
Shoe store
Hardware store
Mall
Beauty salon
Bus station
Car repair shop
Hotel
Candy store
Train station
Bakery
Zoo
^A produce market is a market that sells fruit and vegetables
^^Gas station: 加油站 (also called service station, petrol station)

I think I want my
house to be near the
ice cream shop.

I want mine to be
beside the library
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SAMPLE MAP
www.nochinglish.org
This map below is only a sample of what your map could look like. Depending on your
English level, you may want to make yours simpler or more complex than this sample. Don’t try
to copy this map. Make your own design. The purpose here is for you and your partner to use
English to creatively design your own town.

Lovin’ English sample town map: www.nochinglish.org

As you and your partner discus and create your map, don’t
forget to talk about your reasons for the places you choose to put
things, especially the reason for where you put your own house.

I also want my
house to be across
the street from
the cinema.

If I get sick, it
will be convenient
living near the
hospital.

I put the hotel
near the bus
station and
train station to
make it easy for
travelers.

And I put the
school across
from the
apartment
building because
some children
live there.
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Conversations for Practicing English With a Partner

TOWN MAP - PART 2: GIVING DIRECTIONS
You and your language partner have finished your map, now it’s time to start
talking about the places in your town. First, you decide on a point of reference: Where
you are now. Next, take turns asking each other for directions to other places. Ask,
“How do you get to…?” (Notice “you” in this question. For questions like this, “you”
does not just mean you; it means people. Chinese “怎么到…..?” is “How do you get
to…?” It is not, “How to get to…?” as many Chinese students mistakenly say.
This conversation can last as long as you want to continue practicing English.
For each question, state your point of reference by saying, “We are here” as you point
to a spot on the map. Next, you ask your partner, “How do you get to…?” Your partner
will attempt to explain, in English of course, how to get there from where you are now.
You can add a second stage to your conversation by asking questions that begin
with, “Where is…?” Sample questions could include: “Where is the cinema?” “Where is
the park?” “Where is the police station?” Of course, there are many different ways
your partner could correctly answer. For example, using our sample map on page 6 and
the first question above, “Where is the cinema?” there are several correct replies: “It’s
across the street from Bill’s house.” “It’s on the intersection of Beijing Street and
Chicago Street.” “It’s between the candy store and KFC.” Start pointing and enjoy your
conversation.
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Lovin’ English sample town map: www.nochinglish.org

We are here. How
do you get to the
ice cream shop?

Go up Shanghai Street and
turn left at the second
intersection. That’s Chicago
Street. Go to the first
intersection. The ice cream
shop will be on your right.

Good. And, where
is the book store?

The book store is on Chicago
Street, between the bank
and the hospital. It’s across
the street from the library
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